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SEPTEMBER 1958 AND A TOWERING TEXAN TRANSFORMS TECHNOLOGY. 

 

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY, BROUGHT TO YOU BY THIS STATION AND THE SAVE 

TEXAS HISTORY PROGRAM OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

 

SEPTEMBER 12, 1958. DALLAS. WITH MOST OF HIS COWORKERS ON SUMMER 

VACATION, TEXAS INSTRUMENTS ENGINEER JACK KILBY IS HARD AT WORK.   

 

THE SIX-FOOT-SIX, WORLD WAR TWO VETERAN IS DESIGNING A REVOLUTIONARY 

NEW INTEGRATED CIRCUIT WITH A SEMICONDUCTOR SMALLER THAN A 

PAPERCLIP.   

 

TODAY, HE SHOWS HIS DESIGN TO THE BOSS.  SKEPTICAL, HE AGREES TO TRY IT 

OUT, AND THE TINY CIRCUIT WORKS ˗˗ THE MICROELECTRONICS AGE IS BORN. 

 

DUBBED THE GENTLE GIANT, KILBY AND HIS INVENTION CHANGE THE WORLD.  IN 

2000, KILBY IS GIVEN THE NOBEL PRIZE AND EVENTUALLY HOLDS OVER 60 

PATENTS, INCLUDING ONE FOR THE HANDHELD CALCULATOR.  

 

JACK KILBY’S INTEGRATED CIRCUIT CAME TO LIFE 56 YEARS AGO, THIS WEEK IN 

TEXAS HISTORY. 

 

LEARN MORE AT SAVETEXASHISTORY.ORG OR CALL 800-998-4GLO.  
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